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Birchwood	Bulletin	
of	Dates	

	

Wednesday,	May	5th	
NYS Math (Grades 3 – 8) 

Tuesday,	May	18th		
School Budget & Election Day 

Friday,	May	28th	–		
Monday,	May	31st		

Memorial Day Weekend  
School Closed 

Wednesday,	June	9th	
Science Written Exam 

(Grades 4 & 8) 
Friday,	June	25th	

Last Day of School 
 
 
 
 

 
	

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

					May	2021	

Summer Program:   
We are planning for being in-person for our 
summer program this year. We are also 
planning to be at Birchwood. Our summer 
program will run from Thursday, July 1st- 
Wednesday, August 11th. There will be no 
school on Monday, July 5th in honor of 
Independence Day. For our elementary 
classes, we will combine a well-balanced day 
between academics, socialization and 
physical activity. We are planning on our 
daily swim time at Felix Festa Middle School. 
We are also exploring the possibility of going 
on a few field trips. As we confirm 
information about trips and outings, we will 
convey that information to all of you. 
This summer we will also offer an extended 
school year program to our high school 
students who need time to finish course 
work, make up credit for classes and to 
participate in our work program. Students 
who participate in our work program will be 
paid an hourly wage as they help beautify 
our campus and help in a variety of ways in 
our building.  
We strongly believe that the summer 
program provides the structure, routine and 
support that our students need. It is a time 
to maintain those gains made during the 
year and to prevent regression of those 
skills. 
 
 

 
 

It looks as though spring has finally arrived.  The prospects of warmer weather, our 
ability to get outside and enjoy the sunshine and positive trends in the battle against 
COVID-19 all provide hope that better days are ahead of us. We continue to have to 
curtail many of our traditional events and activities, but we are moving in the right 
direction.  We are planning for a modified field day for our elementary and middle 
school students. Unfortunately, we have had to cancel our annual Family Fun Night.  
We hope that in the near future we will be able to resume many of these activities.  
We are in the midst of our annual review process and we appreciate the collaborative 
efforts it takes to develop a comprehensive program to meet your child’s unique 
needs.  As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to us. 
 

 

 

 

End of Year Calendar 
Middle School and Elementary: 
Monday, 6/21-Regular dismissal 
Tuesday, 6/22 - 10:30 dismissal 
Wednesday, 6/23 - 10:30 
dismissal 
Thursday, 6/24 - 10:30 dismissal 
Friday, 6/25 - 9:30 dismissal 
High School: 
Monday, 6/21-Asynchronous 
Learning for all students 
Tuesday, 6/22 - 10:30 dismissal-
In person learning until 10:30, 
asynchronous learning for the 
remainder of the day. 
Wednesday, 6/23 - 10:30 
dismissal- In person learning 
until 10:30, asynchronous 
learning for the remainder of 
the day. 
Thursday, 6/24 - 10:30 
dismissal- In person learning 
until 10:30, asynchronous 
learning for the remainder of 
the day. 
Friday, 6/25 - 9:30 Rating Day-
No classes 
Asynchronous Learning means 
students can check their Google 
Classroom pages and an 
assignment will be posted 
there. Students will work 
independently. If they need 
assistance completing an 
assignment, they can email 
their teacher.  

School District Budget: On 
Tuesday, April 20th, the Board of 
Education adopted a proposed 
budget for the 2021-2022 
school year.  The district budget 
vote will take place on Tuesday, 
May 18th.  For specific 
information about the proposed 
budget, please visit the district’s 
webpage. 
https://www.ccsd.edu/Page/36
19 

 



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Regents Exams 

Only the following Regents examinations will be offered in person in June:  English Language Arts, Algebra I, 
Earth Science, and Living Environment.  NYSED is required to administer these four exams to comply with 
the federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  There will be no Regents offered remotely, only in 
person.  There will be no Regents Exams in August.  
 
Students, who decide not to take the above assessments, will have an opportunity for the exemption 
to the graduation requirement associated with these examinations under the circumstances listed 
below. An “E” for exempt will be placed on the transcript.   
 
According to NYSED, “Students who meet one of the following eligibility requirements are exempt from the 
associated examination-related diploma requirement:  

• currently enrolled in a course of study culminating in a Regents, Department Approved Alternative, or 
a Pathway Examination and earn credit in such course of study by June 2021 or August 2021;  

• successfully complete a make-up program by August 2021 in a course of study culminating in a 
Regents, Department Approved Alternative, or a Pathway Examination; or  

• previously achieved course credit in a course of study leading to a Regents, Department Approved 
Alternative, or a Pathway Examination, has not yet passed the associated assessment, but intended 
to take the exam in June or August 2021 to achieve a passing score  

 
In sum, students who successfully meet one of the criteria, listed above, will be eligible for an exemption 
from the Regents Exam diploma requirement. At this time, no Birchwood students have opted in to take the 
exams, so no one is scheduled to take any of the exams being offered.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
ment. 
 

County Resource: The Rockland County Partnership for 
Safe and Healthy Youth is a fresh approach to providing 
a continuum of behavioral health, social services and 
educational support to Rockland County children and 
teenagers who are struggling academically, socially and 
emotionally. They focus on healing children, 
adolescents and their families, with the goal of creating 
a stronger, stable support system at home. 
https://www.rocklandboces.org/collaboratives/rocklan
d-county-partnership-for-safe-and-healthy-youth/ 

 

On Thursday, April 15, the Board of Education held a workshop 
on the topic of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in our District. 
Principals, Assistant Principals, Administrators and the 
Superintendent worked on the presentation for this workshop, 
which included the following objectives: 

• To provide an understanding of why diversity, equity, 
and inclusivity are important in meeting the needs of 
our students. 

• To share highlights of the District engagement with this 
work.  

• To discuss actionable steps to move the work forward 
with all constituencies. 

The important topic of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion directly 
connects to the Mission Statement of the Clarkstown Central 
School District as noted below: 
CCSD, in partnership with the community, will meet the 
individual academic and social-emotional needs of all students 
within a safe environment while empowering them to reach 
their full potential in a complex society. 
The workshop coincided with the New York State Board of 
Regents launching today an initiative for the purpose of 
advancing diversity, equity, and inclusion in our schools which, 
according to New York State Chancellor Lester W. Young, Jr., 
includes “a call to action for all schools in New York State to 
develop policies that advance diversity, equity and inclusion as 
a priority in their schools.” 
There will be more information coming from the district in the 
near future and I will keep everyone updated on this initiative.  

May is Mental Health Awareness Month: Many 
media outlets have recently highlighted the 
growing concern around youth mental health as 
the pandemic continues, with some experts calling 
it a ‘global mental health pandemic.’ We will 
continue to work with you, the outside providers 
who work with your children and the professionals 
in our district to provide your child with the 
support the need.  Schools, in partnership with 
students, their families, and community partners, 
have an enormously important role to play in 
keeping students on the path of healing. Please 
reach out to your child’s therapist if you have 
questions or concerns about your child.  
Please see the Trending Topic above. 



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

 
Trending Topic of the Month: As we enter May, we celebrate Mental Health Awareness Month. This month provides an 
opportunity for us to check in with ourselves as well as connect with others. Together as a community, we can support 
one another’s emotional wellbeing as we head into the warmer months. This year, let’s make sure we stop to smell the 
flowers together! The practice of mindfulness allows us to pause within the present moment to consciously notice 
these budding flowers, the birds chirping and the beauty that surrounds us. Mindfulness promotes reconnecting with 
not only nature, but also ourselves and with each other as a community. Practicing mindfulness can encompass simply 
slowing down to take a few short breaths or, on a deeper level, fully identifying and acknowledging our present 
emotional state with patience and acceptance (without judgment). Simply breathing is a wonderful tool for us all to 
refocus ourselves and learn to self-soothe. Mindfulness should be a welcomed and simple way to introduce calm and 
peace during this beautiful time of year and during this very important month. If you would like to learn more about 
Mental Health Awareness Month or garner mental health support, please visit Mental Health America 
(https://www.mhanational.org/) or The National Alliance on Mental Illness (https://www.nami.org/Home). 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Yale Ruler: Feelings Matter: The staff at Birchwood and all of the staff in the District, have been engaged in training 
with the Yale RULER Program. RULER is a systemic approach to social emotional developed at the Center for Emotional 
Intelligence. The premise of the program is that emotions matter. At Birchwood, we are acutely aware of the 
importance of emotions and the impact it has on learning and overall growth and development.  Next year the plan 
will be to officially roll out this program to our students. We are working on the details of that process and will be 
communicating that information to you as it becomes finalized. In the meantime, some of our teachers are using some 
of the anchor tools associated with the program. One of the more popular tools is the mood meter which helps 
students identify and label their feelings. Each grade level has grade specific vocabulary used to help the students label 
their feelings. Below is a copy of the mood meter. Don’t be surprised if your child uses some of these words to 
describe their feelings and don’t be shy about using these words yourself to help them when they seem to be stuck 
finding the right word. (R-recognizing, U-understanding, L-labeling, E-expressing, R-regulating) 

 


